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royal visits were planned. What good had come, for
instance, of that last visit to Berlin ? There had been
great fatigue and exertion for himself, but no slackening
of naval programmes, nor the gain of one ounce of
confidence between the nations. How well he knew
the routine of those glittering occasions which he had
once valued so highly, and had himself so intensely
enjoyed and so admirably conducted: the royal embrace
on the platform of arrival, the drive through the troop-
lined streets, the gala performance at the opera, the
civic lunch, the state ball, and in particular the banquet
with speeches expressing the conviction of close and
permanent friendship ! Had the effect of such words
lasted longer than the polite applause which followed
them ? For himself his pleasure in those pageants had
faded, and that inimitable jollity, once so spontaneous,
had become an effort. What stimulated him before now
only wearied him, and the failing of his physical powers
produced fits of deep depression: sometimes he thought
of abdicating. At home, as abroad, there were troublous
times ahead; there would be a General Election in
January 1910, and the question of the relations between
the Lords and Commons and of the power of the Lords
indefinitely to veto any Bill sent up from the Commons
would come up again. He looked with dismay on the
prospect of a Radical Government handling that.1
Political problems weighed on him unduly, the growth
of the German fleet was like thunder in die air, and his
bronchial attacks were draining his strength.

For many years the King, and his mother before him,
had written birthday letters  to  the Emperor for the

1 Journals and Letters of Lord Esher> ii. p. 419.